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CHELETROPIS, No. 3. 
White, glassy ; claws closer and sharper; shell smooth. 


CHELETROPIS, No. 4. 
Yellow; smooth, spire elevated. Doubtful if a Cheletropis. 


On 5th May 1868 (lat. 34° N., long. 39° W.) I obtained a yel- 
lowish semitransparent shell, somewhat resembling Oxyyyrus ; spire 
concealed, strongly marked in a line with the whorls. 

On the same day the tow-net bronght in a considerable amount of 
extremely fine crystalline sand, which contained unmbers of micro- 
scopic shells. Some of these I picked out by means of the lens ; they 
appeared mostly to be discoidal, transparent, and white. I am quite 
unable to account for this singular and unique occurrence. 

During the long passage, J need scarcely say, I found many spiral 
shells, and many of these minute. These being probably the “fry” 
of larger sorts, I have not described them. Should at some future 
day any notice of them be desired, I will endeavour to send you a 
list and short descriptions of them. 


December 10, 1868. 
Professor Huxley, F.R.S., V.P., in the Chair. 


Mr. Sclater called the attention of the Meeting to the following 
special additions to the Menagerie since the last Meeting :— 

l. A pair of Crowned Ilornbills (Toccus melanoleucus) from 
South Africa, purchased November 27th, making nine species of 
this family of birds now living in the Society's Gardens, namely :— 














Buceros bicornis. Buceros atratus. 
rhinoceros. Toccus erythrorhynchus. 
pica. melanoleucus. 
corrugatus. Bucorvus abyssinicus. 
elatus. 





2. Two Regent-birds (Sericulus melinus) from Australia, pur- 
chased December 3rd, making three examples of this fine bird now 
living in the Gardens. One of the last purchases was in full plu- 
mage; the two others in the dress of immaturity. 

3. Two Temminck's Snappers (Macroclemmys temminckii) from 
the Mississippi, presented December 5th by Mr. C. Hagenbeck of 
Hamburg. 


Mr. Sclater exhibited, on the part of M. Jules Verreaux, Corr. 
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Memb., two specimens of Ampeliceps coronatus of Blyth (J. A. S. D. 
vol. xi. pt. 1, p. 195, figured in Gray and Mitchell's Gen. of Birds, 
pl. 81). Mr. Blyth had originally described this bird from Speci- 
mens from Tennasserim. The present examples were stated to be 
from the northern part of Cochin-China, where it inhabits the bushy 
plains in small flocks of seven or eight individuals. Its habits were 
stated by M. Verreaux's correspondents to resemble those of the 
genus Acridotheres, its food consisting of locusts, grasshoppers, and 


o : : Ac. 
other insects, which are often sought for in the vicinity of cattle. 


Mr. Sclater also exhibited, and made remarks upou, the skin of a 
male Kaleege ( Euplocamus cuvieri) from Arracan, which had been 
presented to the Society by Mr. John Squire, C. M.Z.S., on Sep- 
tember 4th last. The specimen appeared to agree well with Tem- 
minck's figure (Pl. Col. i.) of Lophophorus cuvieri, and was clearly 
intermediate between Æ. lineatus and E. horsfieldi. Mr. Sclater had 
been infornied that all the Kaleeges from Arracan were of this 
variety, which, if this were truly the case, might be held to consti- 
tute a good geographical species. 





Mr. E. Blyth exhibited, aud made remarks on, some horns of sup- 
posed hybrids between the Chamois (Rupicapra tragus) and the 
Domestic Goat. 





The following papers were read :— 


1. On the Breeding of Mammals in the Gardens of the 
Zoological Society of London during the past twenty 
years. By P. L. Sciarur, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S., Secre- 
tary to the Society. 


The first Table subjoined gives a list of the different species of 
Mammals that have bred in the Society’s Gardens from the com- 
mencement of the year 1848 up to the end of 1867 (that is, during 
a period of twenty years), and the number of instances in which each 
species has produced living young during the same period. It has 
been compiled from the “ Occurrences,” the Annual Reports of the 
Council of the Society, and from other documents. 

The arrangement followed is that of the fourth edition of the 
‘List of Vertebrated Animals living in the Gardens of the Zoological 
Society of London’ (1866). 

The second Table gives the total number of species that have bred 
in each order of Mammals, and the number of species of the same 
order that are enumerated in the list of Vertebrates. By this a better 
idea may be formed of the comparative frequency of breeding in 
each order, which is indicated in the third column. 
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ITUNE YC. eee enne en EMILOODUSPERESIS Pda ute 1] 
Prebie-tailed Monkey .........s0-e- ROMESAIN 7, ...... eee een. l 
3. Macaque Monkey .....o.oormocmoorso. CUNOMOIQUS -Wie 2 
4. Arabian Baboon ................. Cynocephalus hamadryas...... 2 
Dee civic: Monkey ....... 1 eere Cercopithecus pygerythrus ... 6 
6. Capuchin Monkey.........5+-..0+0 CebetS OMPUCIRAS 00.0.5. ceeeeee l 
installed Lemur ......20..<:-s- LOE ciao apes ] 
8. White-handed Lemur ............ CLOUT CHINE, ...ooocomooocnon 2 
9. Black-fronted Lemur ............ si A Cane 2 
10. Yellow-cheeked Lemur............ DURERO YS OL Lueces eese l 
11. Red-fronted Lemur .........2..... PUPETONS ues caiwusicdssves’ 1 
EZ. Mahol APO tos Gdilipo MIROR ¿coco l 
IV. CARNIVORA. 
I: Common ol eter cscs eee A aT a T 11 
9. Indiane ole e conca EURO err a Te 2 
0. Comonon de Rabe .-.esuvsaesonixo cos DUBS sc T 2 
4. Black-backed Jackal ............... WEG TOMES. eese eie ] 
5. A A a "ro Wem 1 
Sir Bor a ceni e a NEMPE 6 
1. Dingo Dg EE T a MN o E 1 
S Barred ichneumon .——— m DEDO ASCIOLUS .reesesee eee 3 
Spee er MG ENC uee cies Genctta senegalensis ............ 1 
KOS Trine Genci «oseveveererre seien "Ee E ote 1 
DU IO GONCh ..... ettet —— pada o.oo ss 1. eee cerea ] 
Meeren Genet ......... e retro TA A Ben eee se ] 
ME AN oo +» toten VRPT Kibette Lucre 2 
O Sen ssessssccetecasecosdsss A in oo ce dn ova evesevs 12 
di dbech go SEDET BN ert 6 
o O hrs rcr. Ma Mm A EET CEDE T 3 
Eo poa A oc DOT MM 8 
IDA eicere e ET CON COLON ie voces evo sessile s 5 
ue Cedfo gerunt: a A 3 
A dejara A p Lutrd o ES Vocum e eee 1 
A Eras C e audi PU LADIES MEET LC 3 
POR Pola eal 2: serene Thalassaretos maritimus ...... 3 
A ireen O Ursus Ge EOS. ua Naee 5 
DA aC 05. MEME | Georieanms .Luuueeees. Er 3 
VI. RODENTIA. 
1. American Flying-Squirrel ...... Seiuropterus volucella ......... 2 
2. Praario Morla oe erre Arctomys ludovicianus ......... 1 
9. Canadian Beaver .................. Castor eanadensis ............... ] 
4. Barbary Mouse... een us vabama wate pein cs e 4 
5. Mitchell’s Hapalote m 0. ........ Hapalotis mitchelli ............ ] 
6. Lemmings e eee Lemnus NOTVEGICUS — ............ 1 
7. Indian Forcu mie a Hus ppc... 3 
8. Orange-quilled Porcupine ...... MUTORE eseese. l 
9. Chinchilla m a ae: Chinehilla lanigera ............ 6 
10. Golden A comia 2... Düswprocta aU ai -... ........... 11 
ll. Viscacha 1 m <= Lagostomus trichodaetylus |... E 
VIII. ARTIODACTYLA. 
E CO EM COO CERT NER | Auchenia huanaeus | ............ 4 
A E an a ER U En e dae 10 
Sh A o A vo RE 7 
A A e a Camelopardalis giraffa......... 13 
iE Punjab Shee pes. css.) eroe eei Ovis &yelomaros. ............. oes 8 
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. Aoudad 


. Dorcas Gazelle 
. Blessbok 
PAC OLY X eee rer gae 
. Eland 


. Bison 
. Wapiti Deer 
. Barbary Deer 
. Persian Deer 
. Formosan Deer 
. Japanese Deer 
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. Rusa Deer 
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. Hog Deer 
. Axis Deer 
. Virginian Deer 
. Mexican Deer 
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SEDI deep quse envesvexbVo vanne 
. Collared Peccary 
. Wild Swine 

. Indian Swine 
. Andaman Pi 
. Pencilled River-Hog 
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Damalis albifrons ............... | 2 


IAN OPE NNNM 
UE BANG A E CUNT | 
foro A | 
Bos grunniens 
indicus 


ÁS 


m 


v 
Cte © $ 0 0 LOR OO GR 0 





to 


Cervus canadensis 
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L Borhes Zebra eret Join DurchoMe......... une 3 
EET ON a aiia HAU O DCO) CTIME) «ven tots 4 
—— I 
X. EDENTATA. 
1. Six-banded Armadillo ............ | Dasypus sezcinetus | .........s.. 1 1 
XIT. MARSUPIALA. 
l. VIRIL ESO icono co raso Didelphys virginiana | ......... 2 
2 Vulpine Phalanger .............-- Phalangista vulpina ............ 9 
3. Short-headed Phalanger ......... Belidens breviceps ..............: 5 
4. Common Wonmboat................. ;| Phascolomys wombat............ 1 
5. Wed K 40010. a Macropus aS once ev ssceevaee 1 
6. Wirest Kk angamogos......ueeeeeere gigaedeus ¿cion 2 
1. Bennetts Wallaby — ............... Halmaturus bennettii | ......... 6 
8. Derbyan UNS eere reete ATOAN US citen cacas 1 
0. Yellow-footed Rock-Kangaroo...| Petrogale xanthopus ............ 4 
10. Gray's Jerboa Kangaroo ......... BobloRgia oráyt.......... sees. 6 
11, Common Jerboa Kangaroo ...... PEREA ............. esee 5 , 
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Taser II. 
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2. On Venezuelan Birds collected by Mr. A. Goermg. By 
P. L. SeLarer, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S., and OsBERT SALVIN, 
F.L.S.—Part II. 


Two small collections of birds recently received from our Cor- 
responding Member Mr. Anton Goering (to whose labours in Vene- 
zuela we have already once called the Society’s attention *) contain 
specimens of 99 species. 

The subjoined Table gives the names of them according to Sclater's 
‘American Catalogue,’ together with the exact localities whenever 
these are stated on Mr. Goering's labels : — 
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| o E e 3 
3 | S| g $4 E 
o jom| 92 & si = 
Ss |2 2) S [230] 2 
c 108] S 15 3 h 
O sO; Obin 
TurpiD.E. 
A EIE x 
2. ISO BOCIHEIUUPOSOA...... i eenean ce er * 
PARIDE. 
3. Pohop A * 
TROGLODYTID.E. 
4. Campylorhynchus nuchalis ........................ M E EN S 
5. Thryothorus IGueoti e Lv E EIE nea fe) ss. || see | IS 
6 rutilus f sio ERE Ee A | cee | eee 





* See P. Z. S. 1868, p. 165. 
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SYLVICOLID.E. 
Y. Henicocichla noveborageMsis ........... oboe: E 
8. Parula pitiayumi ....... Tc o EE e. | ox 
9. Geghiilppis cvequinoctialis ...... eere rrr ode * 
IIRUNDINIDE. 
lis o A A A — E -— 
PMO ean e e caco on ende ss IS 
VIREONID.E. 
pt Edo phlus ispoxanthlus ............-. nos eco || alt eee O rn 
13. Cyelorhis flavipectus........ MA cess]: oe Ium | OR NLIS NE 
CXEREBID.E. 
14. Diglossopis CPEnloscens- S. iesesvaeees eese oret unn * 
15. Dacnis plumbea  ............. PCR NM A E 
16. Coereba cyanea ............... ge -—— iss mere | DE 
TANAGRID.E, 
la Euphemsxviplucea..-.. ..-....--- dicas m LE TC ECCE ENTM EN EX 
18. Berl ORO MNA. cood eee croit OO 
19. Calliste gnttata €9*«9V9989€989090909*9€0998299€788V€9299299 LE O E E E E E Xx 
20. desmaresti............ DENEN a O TI 
2I Qa aa cyanescens €*9«900*952060699*90409*«*095390603069400902909* + 
22, Tanagra melanopfeza |... TA "M W p eee E 
29. Rhettiphocolus dimidiatus ................ eee TN ME RS NE. 
21. Eucometes cristata | ....................- ET. E sessi | 
*25. Chlorospingus albitemporalis... .................. on ae eee E 
26. Buarremon brunneinuchus .............. eene x* 
FRINGILLIDE. 
27. Guiraca cyanea...... EL ue EE t 
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CoRvID.E. 
29. Cyddocotak incas ....... M ou ia 2] s JR 
DENDROCOLAPTID.E. 
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- 69. Pharomacrus fulgidus ...... ———— ues x 


'TRoCHILIDE. 


70. Glaucis hirsuta .. 
71. Phaéthornis anthophilus .. o 
72. Sternoclyta See Des 
73. Lampornis mango.............. 
74. Chalybura buffoni.. 

75. Florisuga mellivora 
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x59. Heteropelma stenorhynchum .............-.- "EET 3 
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RAMPRASTID.E. 
83. Aulacorhamphus sulcatus  ................. ee * 
Picip£. 
E py es AA * 
85. Campephilus malherbü .........................-. * 
86. Dryocopus hnes$us .............. eene 
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PSITTACID.£. 
88, Conurus wruginosus .......... eere * 
ACCIPITRES. 
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The following notes relate to the species marked with an asterisk. 


12. 


HYLOPHILUS HYPOXANTHUS, Pelz. Orn. Bras. pp. 71, 136. 


A single skin of an Hylophilus from San Esteban seems to agree 


very well with Pelzeln’s description. Natterer obtained this species 
on the Rio Icanna and Rio Vaupé, which are on the confines of 
Venezuela. Sclater has a second specimen of this species, received 
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in a Trinidad collection, as alluded to in his Cat. Am. B. p. 44 
(note). H. insularis of Leotaud (Ois. de Trin. p. 186) would appear 
to be referable to this species, and not to /J. insularis, Sclater, 
although both of them probably occur in that island. 


25. CHLOROSPINGUS ALBITEMPORALIS (Lafr.); Sclater, Cat. 
ARD p59. 


The Venezuelan skin agrees with a Bolivian skin in Sclater's Col- 
lection, and with a specimen from Costa Rica collected by Arcé (cf. 
Lawrence, Ann. L. N. Y. ix. p. 101). It may be true, as Dr. Ca- 
banis has remarked (J. f. O. 1866, p. 162), that Lafresnaye's de- 
scription of Tachyphonus albitempora includes the Mexican C. opA- 
thalmicus and the present species. But Lafresnaye gives the habitat 
of his bird as ** Columbie; ” so that it seems quite fair to restrict 
his term to the southern species, which 1s readily distinguishable from 
the northern form by its small postocular spot, and the brighter 
yellow of its breast and sides. 

We have carefully compared a series of Mexican and Guatemalan 
specimens of C. ophthalinicus, but cannot find differences sufficiently 
constant to distinguish them. Even if this were the case, Bona- 
parte's term olivaceus (which was founded on a Central- American 
specimen *) would supersede Dr. Cabanis's proposed new name 
postocularis. 


30. SCLERURUS ALBIGULARIS. 


A single skin of a species most nearly resembling S. winbretta, but 
apparently distinguishable by its white throat, smaller size, greyish 
abdomen, and brighter rnfous crissum. It is probably S. albigularis 
of Swainson’s ‘ Birds of Brazil,’ pl. 78, which figure we have never yet 
succeeded in meeting with. See our remarks, P. Z. S. 1867, p. 574. 


34. SITTASOMUS OLIVACEUS, Max. Beitr. 111. p. 1146. 


After comparing a large number of specimens of this genus 
together from various parts of America, we have come to the con- 
clusion that there are only two good species, besides S. stictolamus 
of Pelzeln (which we are not acquainted with). These are:—1. S. 
erythacus (Licht.), from Southern Brazil; and, 2. S. olivaceus 
(Max.), which ranges from Southern Brazil into Southern Mexico. 
The latter, according to this view, includes S. amazonus of Ama- 
zonia, S. griseus of ‘Tobago, and S. sylvioides of Southern Mexico 
and Central America. These two species are very easily distin- 
gulshable, S. erythacus being of an ochreous colour beneath, very 
different from S. olivaceus. 


44. GRALLARICULA LORICATA, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 284. 
Grallaria loricata, Scl. P. Z. S. 1857, p. 129. 


A single skin of this species, originally described by Sclater from 
Levraud's specimens in the Paris Museum. 


* Cf. Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, p. 90. 
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46. ORCHILUS ECAUDATUS (Laff. et d'Orb.). 


Todirostrum ecaudatum, Lafr. et d'Orb. Syn. Av. p. 47; d'Orb. 
Voy. Ois. p. 316, t. 33, figs. 1, 2. 

Orchilus ecaudatus, Pelz. Orn. Bras. p. 102. 

A single skin of this scarce species from San Esteban. We had 
not previously met with it. 


51. ELAINEA ELEGANS, Pelz. Orn. Bras. p. 179. 


In Sclater’s collection there are skins of this species from Bogota, 
Cayenne, Pebas in Eastern Peru, and Panama. We have hitherto 
called it caniceps, but now find that it is Pelzeln’s £. elegans (agree- 
ing with a Nattererian specimen from Borba), which Pelzeln (/. c.) 
considers distinct from Æ. caniceps of Swainson, also collected by 
Natterer. It is quite certain, moreover, that the present bird does 
not agree satisfactorily with Swainson's figure (Orn. Dr. t. 49). 


52. ELAINEA PLACENS, Sclater. 


The occurrence of this species as far south as Panama has been 
already recorded (P. Z. S. 1864, p. 359).  Sclater has also recently 
received Bogotá skins of the same bird. "This has led him to re- 
examine his E. implacens from Ecuador (P. Z. S. 1861, p. 408), 
which he is now convinced is not specifically separable. Pelzeln’s 
E. implacens, Orn. Bras. p. 108, is probably the same species. 


56. MYIARCHUS ERYTHROCERCUS, Sp. nov. 


Suiriri pardo y roxo, Azara, Apunt. ii, p. 143. no. 195. 
Tyrannus crinitus, Hartl. Ind. Az. p. 13; d'Orb. Voy. Ois. 
. 306. 
j Tyrannus irritabilis, Bp. Consp. i. p. 189 (nec Vielll.). 

* Myiarchus feroz 6”?! Burm. Syst. Ueb. ii. p. 471; Pelzeln, 
Orn. Bras. p. 116 (partim). 

Myiarchus erythrocercus, Sclater, MS. 

Similis M. cooperi, sed crassitie minore (fere sicut M. ferocis), 
tarsis brevioribus, et alis magis rotundatis distinguendus. 

Taking Prof. Baird's division of the Myiarchi (Am. B. p. 177), 
this species, which we introduce under Sclater’s MS. name, belongs 
to the same group as M. crinitus, M. cooperi, and M. cinerascens, 
in which the broad rufous edgings of the inner webs of the tail- 
feathers are continued nearly or quite to their termination. It is 
the only species with these broad rufous edgings yet recognized in 
South America, where it appears to be extensivelv diffused. Sclater's 
collection contains examples from Bahia and Tobago; and in the 
Museum of Copenhagen is one from Venezuela, which has been 
compared by Prof. Reinhardt with Sclater’s skins, and found to be 
identical. If we are not mistaken in our synonymy, it is also found 
in Paraguay and Bolivia. 

Bonaparte appears to have recognized this bird as 7. irritabilis ; 
but that name of Vieillot is a mere synonym of T. crinitus. Bur- 
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meister seems to have taken it for the male of M. feroz, in which 
view he is followed by Pelzeln. 

Another skin in Sclater's collection from Dominica (E. C. Taylor) 
is probably also referable to this species, but presents some slight 
points of distinction. 


57. MYIARCHUS VENEZUELENSIS, Lawr. Pr. Ac. Phil. 1865, 
p. 38. 


In Sclater’s collection are skins from Tobago and Bogotá, appa- 
rently referable to this species, which is (somewhat doubtfully 
perhaps) distinguishable from M. ferox and M. swainsoni by the 
narrow rufous edgings to the wing- and tail-feathers. 


59. HETEROPELMA STENORHYNCHUM, Sp. nov. 


Mr. Goering sends us two skins of a Heteropelma, which belongs 
to the group allied to H. turdinum. It is nearly as large as that 
species, and therefore exceeds in size Sclater's specimens of H. wal- 
lacii * and H. amazonum. Below it ìs pale on the throat, like wal- 
lacii, but shows on the belly very faint indications of transverse 
markings, which are not discernible in the latter. Above it is most 
like H. amazonum, but not quite so dark in colour. The bill is 
narrower, and more compressed than that of any of the allied 
species, whence we assign it a provisional name. But it must be 
allowed that all four of these species are very closely allied, and it 
would be desirable to institute further comparisons between them 
when more specimens of H. wallacii and H. amazonum come to 
hand. 

Mr. Goering marks the iris of the bird as ** greyish white." 


88. CONURUS ARUGINOSUS. 


See our former remarks on this species, P. Z. S. 1867, p. 587. 
Mr. Goering’s skin agrees with specimens of this Parrot living in 
the Society’s Gardens. 


92. AccIPITER, sp.? 


Mr. Goering’s collection contains a single skin of an Accipiter 
belonging to the erythrocnemis group. It is very nearly adult, but 
the sex is not marked. This bird most nearly resembles the Central- 
American form Accipiter chionogaster (figured in Exot. Orn. 
t. xiv.), bemg totally without transverse markings below. But it 
differs from A. chionogaster in the deep rufons colour of the tibise 
(in which respect it is more like 4. erythrocnemis), in the more 

lumbeous tinge of the upper surface, and in the light-coloured 
bands of the tail being narrower. We hope Mr. Goering will send 
us additional specimens of this species, which, for the present, we 
must leave nndetermined. 


* Sel et Salv. P. Z. S. 1867, p- 579: 
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3. Contributions to the Ornithology of the Argentine Re- 
public and adjacent Lands. By Dr. Herm. Burmeister, 
F.M.Z.S.—Part I. 


In the second volume of my ‘ Voyage through the States of La 
Plata,’ and in Cabanis’s ‘Journal of Ornithology’ (vol. viii. p. 241), 
I have given synopses of all the birds observed by myself during my 
journey through this country. These synopses were founded prin- 
cipally on observations made in the middle, northern, and western 
parts of this country, as I had not been long enough in the east- 
ern parts to speak of the ornithology of that side of the republic 
with good success. Now, resident during the past five years in 
Buenos Ayres, I have studied the ornithology of this district, and 
have observed some new species, and others not sufficiently known. 
These I beg leave to bring to the knowledge of the learned Society 
which has honoured me by naming me one of its foreign members. 


1. HYPOMORPHNUS URUBITINGA, nob., Syst. Ueb. ii. 43. 


This remarkable bird I had already seen near Mendoza, but not 
sufficiently recognized, and therefore not included in my synopsis. 
Now I know that it is found all over the whole country, and comes 
also up to Buenos Ayres, where it is observed on the island in the 
mouth of the river Parana, near Las Conchas, from time to time ; 
but it is always of rare occurrence. 


2. NISUS MAGNIROSTRIS, Gm. ; J. c. ii. 76. 


Common in the vicinity of Buenos Ayres, and even on the towers 
of the churches in the city, where it is seen catching Pigeons. 


3. Nisus GRACILIS, Temm. ; l c. p. 77. 


This handsome bird was brought me two years ago by a French 
hunter, who had shot it in the vicinity of Buenos Ayres. 


4. CYMINDIS BOLIVIENSIS, Sp. nov. 


C. fusco-nigra, remigibus rectricibusque subtus albo-fasciatis ; 
cera pedibusque croceis : long. 18". 


We have of this species one specimen in our museum, which was 
killed near Santa Cruz de la Sierra, in the woody plains of the inte- 
rior of Bolivia. As I can find no description of this bird in the 
works fallen under my inspection, I describe it as a new species. 

In size and figure entirely like the common Brazilian species Cym. 
uncinata. The bill not stronger, and of the same form, but rather 
longer; the upper mandible black, the under mandible whitish. 
The sides of the face, from the beak to the eyes, naked, with some 
black bristles in a row from the eye to the nostrils. Iris dark brown. 
The whole plumage blackish brown, but the bases of the feathers of 
the vertex, from the front to the occiput, white; the nuchal feathers 
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elongated, broad, rounded. First primary short, not longer than the 
secondaries ; the second somewhat shorter than the fifth; the third 
somewhat longer than the same, and the fourth the longest of all; 
every one with four or five white bands on the inside, of which the 
exterior is somewhat greyish. Secondaries of nearly equal size, every 
one with five or six small whitish bands on the inside, which are 
only clear white in the middle of the plume. Tail two inches longer 
than the wings in position, black, with two large grey bands on the 
upperside, and the same white on the underside, and a similar 
margin at the end of the rectrices. Legs yellow, with black claws, 
the outer toe of the same length as the inner one ; the tarsus covered 
in front with small hexagonal scales. 

Whole length, from the tip of the beak to the end of the tail, 
18 inches; beak 1 inch, wing 10 inches, tail 7 inches, tarsus 15 inch ; 
middle claw without the nail 14 lines, the nail 8 lines. 


5. CIRCUS SUPERCILIOSUS, Temm. ; Syst. Ueb. 11. 116. 
Not rare near Duenos Ayres. 


6. COCCYGUS CINEREUS, Vieill. 


Coccygus cinereus, Vieill.; Azara, Apunt. ii. 368. no. 268; Burm. 
Syst. Uebers. 11. 268. Aum. 2. 


This rare Cuckoo has been killed by my hunter sometimes in the 
vicinity of Palermo, near Buenos Ayres. It is well described by 
Azara, but the colours are not so clear as Azara says. The whole 
body is greyish, except the anal portion and the inside of the wings, 
which are yellowish, the ins red. As the tail is very short in rela- 
tion to the size of the bird, and the eight inner primaries are equal 
in length, the bird must make a separate section of the genus Coccy- 
gus, or a genus of itself. My hunter has also found the nest with 
the eggs, which are of a uniform whitish green. 


7. DENDROBATES LIGNARIUS, nob. 


Picus lignarius, Mol. Comp. Hist. Nat. Chil. i. 391; Burm. Syst. 
Uebers. 11. 225. Anm. I. 


This little Woodpecker is found sometimes near Buenos Ayres, in 
the willow bushes of the “Boca del Riachuelo” of Barracas. It 
seems to be more fond of the southern parts of the province. 


8. ELAINEA ALBESCENS, nob. 


Pachyrhamphus albescens, Gould, Zool. of the Beagle, iii. 50, 
pl. 14. 

This bird has all the characters of an Elatnea, and is very nearly 
allied to E. modesta, from which it is only different in its somewhat 
greater size, clearer colours on the underside, less green colour on the 
back, and the want of the white colour at the bases of the head- 
feathers. It is not rare in the vicinity of Buenos Ayres, where it 
makes its nest in the summer, going during the winter to more 
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northern districts. We have found its eggs, which are whitish, with 
grey spots round the middle and at the thicker end. 


9. PACHYRHAMPHUS ALBINUCHA, Sp. nov. 


P. supra fusco-cinereus, subtus albus ; vertice nigro, uucha alba: 
long. A3". 
Fem. mari similis. 


Figure and size of P. mitratus (Syst. Uebers. ii. 454. 1), P. cine- 
reus (Sclat. Cat. 241. 1470), but rather smaller, the beak somewhat 
slender, and the wings relatively shorter. Upper head black; in 
the male with a bluish metallic reflex ; front and lores white, like the 
whole underside and a band on the hind neck, which is not so clear 
in the female as in the male. From this band to the tail is brown- 
Ish grey ; the wings and tail browner, as also the upper back, which 
is more of a lead-colour. The outer secondaries have whitish bor- 
ders ; and of the same colour also are the outer edges of the exterior 
tail-feathers. Beak and legs black; iris dark brown. Length 
43 inches, beak 4 lines, wing 2 inches, tail linch 7 lines, tarsus 
6 lines. 

The first exterior tail-feather rather shorter than the others, and 
narrow and somewhat pointed. The first primary two lines shorter 
than the second, which is nearly equal to the third. 

This small bird lives in the sedge of the shores of the Rio de La 
Plata, near Buenos Ayres, and has a somewhat melancholy tempera- 
ment, sitting quite still in the same place a long time. Both sexes 
are alike in colour; but the colour of the male is much clearer, and 
the white nuchal band broader and more distinct, 


10. TENIOPTERA VARIEGATA. 
Tentoptera variegata, Gould, Zool. of the Beagle, iii. 55, pl. 14. 


This beautiful bird is rare in the vicinity of Buenos Ayres, and 
occurs only at the harvest time (April), when it arrives from the 
southern plains of Patagonia, to live on the warmer plains of the 
north during the winter. It walks much on the ground, and is 
very rarely seen on trees, feeding on grubs and earthworms. I had 
for a long time only two specimens of this bird in the museum, 
killed to the south of Buenos Ayres, near Barracas ; but in the pre- 
sent year one of my hunters found a flock of nearly twenty indivi- 
duals near the little town of Moron, to the north-west of Buenos 
Ayres. Having been informed of the rarity of the species, he re- 
turned to the spot, and, having found the flock again, killed the 
whole of them, so that I have now sixteen specimens before me. 
This was on the 2nd of April. 

Examining this series of specimens, I find that the red colour of 
the underside, as figured by Gould, is of rare occurrence, and only 
present in very old males. The females and most of the males are 
grey on the breast up to the throat, with only a reddish tinge, the 
lower portion of the body beneath being clear reddish, with a greyish 
stripe on each feather. 
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11. ANABATES LOPHOTES. 


Anabates lophotes, Bp. Consp. i. 210. 
A. cristatus, D'Orb. Voy. Ois. 258. 
A. unirufus, Burm. Reise d. d. La Plata-Staaten, 11. 466. 


Before I had seen the true Anabates unirufus, D'Orb., from the 
interior of Bolivia, I had taken this bird of the Argentine Republic 
for that species; but now, having under my inspection two true 4. 
unirufus, I see the difference. The 4. lophotes is larger, not entirely 
cinnamon red-brown, but more greyish red-brown, and dark brown 
on the vertex, where the feathers are longer and narrower. Only 
the tail and the anal portion of the trunk are entirely red-brown. 

This species lives in the interior near Cordova, S. Luis, La Riaja, 
and has never been observed near Buenos Ayres. D’Orbigny shot 
an individual in the province of Santa Fé; but this, without doubt, 
is a rare occurrence, as I never observed the bird near Paraná. 


12. LIMNORNIS CURVIROSTRIS. 

Limnornis curvirostris, Gould, Zool. of the Beagle, iii. 86, t. 25. 

Not rare in the sedge of the shores of the Rio de La Plata, near 
Buenos Ayrcs. 


13. SYNALLAXIS $SPIXII. 


Synallaxis spixii, Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1856, p. 98, 1859, 
p. 192; Cat. x. B. p. 151. 

Parulus ruficeps, Spix. 

Synallaxis albescens, nob. Syst. Uebers. iii. 39. 2. 

This species is also found in the vicinity of Buenos Ayres; but I 
have never seen it in the interior of the eastern side of the country, 
near Paraná, where I found Synallaxis ruficapilla in abundance. 


14. SYNALLAXIS SULPHURIFERA, nob. 


S. supra olivaceo-fusca, subtus albido-lutescens ; superciliis gu- 
laque albis, hac macula parva sulphurea : long. 6". 


This species has the longer and rather curved beak of S. striati- 
ceps, but the broad and long pointed tail-feathers of S. spixii. The 
whole upperside 1s obscure ochraceous, and over the eyes is a white 
line. The underside on the throat white, with a small sulphur- 
yellow spot in the middle; the breast and body beneath pale loamy 
yellow ; the sides of the neck and cheeks striped with white. Wing- 
coverts red-brown, also the margin of the longer remiges; bnt the 
middle ones without these margins, forming a dark stripe over the 
wings. Tail-feathers ochraceous, the outer ones more of a red- 
brown; the tip of every one more or less mutilated, rather large, 
aud the two middle elongato-acuminated. Beak and legs brown, the 
under mandible at the base whitish. 

This bird is found near Buenos Ayres, in the sedge of the river- 
shores. í 
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4. Note on Xylospongia cookii, a New Genus of Palmated 
Sponges in the collection of the British Museum. By 
Du J. E. Gray, F.R.S., V.P.Z.S., &c. 


In the British Museum is a very extraordinary, lobed, woody, pal- 
mated body, with eight flattened, irregularly netted, strap-like lobes. 
It has been in the collection for many years, but has not been 
named ; indeed grave doubts have been entertained if it were not the 
woody skeleton of some vegetable production. 

Being withont any habitat, it has been left unnoticed, in hopes 
that a second specimen might occur accompanied by some details of 
its history. 

It was doubtless collected on the sea-coast, as one of its sides is 
more or less covered with the undervalves of some very young 
oysters and other attached marine shells. 

Being desirous of knowing more of its structure, I submitted a 
small fragment of it to the examination of Mr. M. C. Cooke of the 
India Museum, who informs me there can be no doubt of its being 
a sponge belonging to my family ITalichondriade, the substance of 
it being studded with abundance of smooth, slender, fusiform, slightly 
curved siliceous spicules. I have named the species after Mr. Cooke. 


XYLosPoNGIA (Fam. HALICHONDRIADA). 


Frond compressed, fan-shaped, divided above into strap-shaped 
flat lobes, rather wider at the ends. Root an expanded disk. Stem 
thick, woody, subcylindrical below, compressed above and expanded 
into a flat fan-like frond, which is divided above into eight or ten 
strap-like flat lobes, like the fingers on the hand, the lobes varying 
rather in width, the outer one on each side being the narrowest. 
The root and stem are solid, wood-like ; the upper part of the broad, 
expanded, fan-like part of the stem more or less pierced with differ- 
eut-sized perforations, and the part divided into strap-like reticulate 
lobes, which are generally rather wider at the ends. The expanded 
part of the stem and the strap-like lobes are all formed of parallel _ 
cylindrical filaments, about as thick as twine, which in the upper part 
of the stem are united together by woody matter, leaving only a few 
perforations between them ; but in the strap-like lobes the filaments 
are much more distinct, rather flexuous, inosculating where they 
meet their neighbouring subparallel filaments, united by the woody 
material, which is not quite so thick as the filaments. The surface 
is rather rugose, the minute rugosities of the stem and filaments 
being placed longitudinally and parallel to each other. Spicules of 
one kind, minute, slender, fusiform, often very slightly curved or 
arched. 


XYLOSPONGIA COOKEI. 


Hab. 





